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lange weg naar eerherstel voor de Spanjestrijders. Tot diep in de jaren vijftig 
werden zij namelijk als extremisten gezien en bleven zij staatloos omdat zij 
in vreemde krijgsdienst hadden gevochten. Zelfs Nederlanders die in de Waf-
fen-SS hadden gevochten konden eerder aanspraak maken op hernaturalisatie 
dan veel Spanjeveteranen.

Bart van der Steen, Universiteit Leiden
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This book by David Onnekink and Gijs Rommelse sets out to give an introduc-
tion to early modern Dutch foreign policy. It is an accessible narrative of the 
history of the Dutch Republic placed in a wider international context. As a 
textbook, it has the merit of combining the Dutch, European and global scopes 
in the analysis. These different levels of analysis remain divided into chapters, 
however, and few connections are made between them. The book is largely 
based on secondary literature, yet that is not an issue since its aim is to provide 
a general overview of the history of the Dutch Republic in the early modern 
world. To achieve this goal, the work is divided into six chronological chapters 
from 1579 until 1795, each examining similar themes, such as Dutch history 
or European international relations. While a chronological division has the ad-
vantage of highlighting the evolution of each of these themes, it can also gen-
erate repetitions and render the narrative a little descriptive.

The authors take up the challenge of studying in parallel a wide array of 
topics and geographical contexts. The effort of bridging different historiogra-
phies, usually studied in isolation, should be commended in this case. As is 
expected in such an endeavour, some themes are more thoroughly discussed 
than others. For instance, the sections on the international dynamics in Europe 
and European diplomacy are strong. The authors demonstrate the highly per-
sonalized character of diplomacy in early modern Europe and the importance 
of individual social networks. Additionally, careful attention is given to identity 
formation and self-perception of the Dutch Republic throughout the chapters. 
The authors also show the non-national aspects of events shaping the Dutch 
Republic, such as the Dutch Revolt. Drawing from a wide range of artworks, the 
authors propose an object-based introduction to each chapter, which provides 
an original and tangible entry point into the Dutch Republic’s history.
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However, less attention is paid to the sections devoted to Dutch presence 
outside of Europe in each chapter. While the focus at the global level is under-
standably on the main Dutch colonies of Surinam and Indonesia, the narrative 
could have been less descriptive and engaged more with recent historiography. 
There is for instance very little about overseas diplomacy and the cultural bro-
kers involved. The use of New Diplomatic History for the European context is 
laudable but could have been applied to the non-European context as well, as 
new literature has been produced in the last years on the topic. Nevertheless, 
an interesting analysis on religion or culture does bring to the fore other con-
texts, such as Elmina on the West African coast. The parts of the chapters ded-
icated to Dutch foreign policy in a global context are at times disconnected 
from the rest. It is unfortunate that the illustration chosen for the front cover 
of the book (Hooghly, a Dutch trading post in Bengal), is not mentioned in the 
book, as it would have been an interesting case to develop in a narrative cen-
tered on foreign Dutch policy.

Overall, the book provides a comprehensible overview of the place of the 
Dutch Republic in the early modern world, although the links to the non-Euro-
pean contexts are somewhat superficial at times. It is a good and manageable 
first introduction to the political and diplomatic history of the Dutch Republic.

Elisabeth Heijmans, University of Antwerp.
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Currently, many countries in the Global South are struggling to build their fis-
cal capacity. Without well-functioning taxation systems to raise government 
revenues in relation to GDP, they lack resources to provide public goods and 
services to enhance socio-economic development. Moreover, without eco-
nomic growth and increasing incomes, revenues will remain modest. Conse-
quently, building state capacity, including fiscal capacity, is considered a major 
development challenge. Because most developing countries have a history of 
being colonized, and capacity building is a slow and arduous process, scholars 
regularly question the links between colonial state formation and the role of 
colonial legacies after independence.


