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een groter verlangen naar privacy en wooncomfort. Hoewel niet ieder-
een daar het geld, de technische kennis en juridische macht voor had,
hadden ze daar allemaal de toestemming van hun buren voor nodig. Hier
pasten de Bruggelingen uiteraard verschillende strategieén voor toe.

Zelfs in tijden van economische neergang bleef Brugge flexibel en
veerkrachtig. Crisissen leidden niet tot een totale leegloop van de stad,
maar zorgden voor een transformatie van de huisvestingspatronen. Die
verschilden in het centrum en aan de rand van de stad, waar er vooral
na 1585 meer gehuurd werd. Het samenbrengen van burenrelaties en
die nieuwe huisvestingspatronen is vernieuwend, het verhaal is helder
gebracht en het werk is prachtig vormgegeven. Elke tabel, kaart en af-
beelding is een meerwaarde. Wie hoopt op een hapklare brok informa-
tie over huizen en wonen in Brugge komt enigszins bedrogen over om-
dat het een wetenschappelijk werk blijft, maar het werk hoort thuis op
de boekenplank van iedereen die geboeid is door stedelijke ontwikke-
ling, huisvesting en het buurtleven.
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Jeannette Kamp’s book investigates the gender patterns of female of-
fending in early modern Frankfurt am Main (seventeenth and eigh-
teenth centuries). It studies women’s criminal behaviors as well as the
factors that influenced their participation in criminality, while placing
its results into a broader European perspective. Building her analysis on
a triadic correlation between norms, deviance, and mechanisms of so-
cial control, Kamp studies both the informal structures and the formal
mechanisms. She argues that the ‘strong authoritarian social control
structures’ that were in place in early modern Frankfurt were the crit-
ical factor that influenced the patterns of female criminality, therefore
distinguishing themselves from others in Northwest Europe (p. 15). To
that effect, she investigates quantitatively and qualitatively rich source
material, which includes not only various criminal court records but
also Konsistorium, poorhouse records, and police ordinances.
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After an introduction that situates her study among research on
crime and gender, chapter two presents the complex ‘multi-layered le-
gal system’ (p. 32) in place in early modern Frankfurt. She highlights the
main role of the Verhéramt as the court dealing with serious crimes and
felonies. As for petty fights and lesser offenses, those would be handled
by lower urban officials (Oberster Richter), vagrancy by the poorhouse,
and ‘immoral’ behaviors by the Konsitorium. The legal frame was based
on the Carolina, which means women’s penal responsibility was not di-
minished, as was the case in Roman law.

Chapter 3 addresses the book’s main argument, namely, the analysis
of recorded criminality and the explanation of gender differences be-
tween 1600 and 1806. Kamp argues that local and regional variations in
the Frankfurtian example show that the urban factor was merely one of
several that influenced women’s participation in crime, lending nuance
to what was previously assumed. With requisite caution, she first com-
pares her data on Frankfurt with those of sixteen other Northwest Eu-
ropean cities and concludes that the gender gap in Frankfurt was quite
pronounced. Independence offered by cities such as London or Amster-
dam, which attracted significant migration, often occasioned a greater
vulnerability and precariousness. As a consequence, lone women were
particularly likely to get involved in criminality. Kamp shows that this
pattern did not apply to Frankfurt, though, because of the strict control
exerted on newcomers, who had to integrate with a household whose
head would keep them under surveillance. At the same time, due to this
strict regulation, unwed women were unlikely to be allowed to head a
household themselves and therefore had to become integrated with an-
other household, de facto limiting their independence.

Central to this chapter is also the discussion of ‘gendered mecha-
nisms in the prosecution practices’ (p. 71). Kamp shows through several
examples how these would strongly influence the perception of certain
behaviors. Thus, female petty violence was less likely to be considered a
threat to public order. If it was reported at all, it would usually be dealt
with by the Oberster Richter, whose records were not written and sel-
dom reached the Verhoramt. She concludes that ‘crime patterns of men
and women were more similar than they were different’ (p. 72).

Chapter 4 focuses on property crimes and analyzes the social con-
texts in which they were committed by both men and women. Follow-
ing G. Walker’s and T. Dean’s findings, Kamp further questions the ac-
cepted assumptions that female thefts usually would be less violent, be
committed as an accomplice, and would target items of low value relat-
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ed to the household, because of women'’s limited participation in pub-
lic life. Challenging these assumptions, she draws on the concept of the
‘open house’ (J. Eibach), which goes beyond the classical dichotomy be-
tween public versus private and male versus female spheres (irrelevant
for the early modern period). Indeed, the household assumed a public
function that made it a ‘permeable space’. It was central to the enforce-
ment of social order. In particular, its head had the role of disciplining
its dependents, by withholding wages, terminating contracts early, or
reprimanding, for instance.

Her data leads her to conclude that men’s and women’s property
crimes shared more similarities than previously assumed. Gender dif-
ferences did exist, though, but out of more complex explanations than
women’s supposedly domestic lives have suggested so far. Kamp argues
that the reason female offenders were more likely to commit domestic
theft lay, for example, in their ability to enter a building without appear-
ing suspicious, even as strangers to a household. They were therefore
using gendered stereotypes to commit their crimes.

Chapter 5 studies illegitimacy and the ‘uses of justice’ made by un-
wed mothers before the courts (p. 157). Kamp demonstrates the ‘dual
function of marriage courts’ that sought to prosecute and settle con-
flicts. She identifies an important shift over the period. At the begin-
ning of the seventeenth century, the main offense prosecuted was adul-
tery, so as to protect the legitimate household as the main source of
social and political order. By the eighteenth century, however, prose-
cution focused on illegitimacy and reflected the city’s financial con-
cerns in the context of general impoverishment and the rise of illegiti-
mate births. The control was efficient and had severe consequences for
women, foremost if they were expelled. Some would then resort to des-
perate solutions, such as infanticide or child abandonment. Nonethe-
less, unwed women should not simply be depicted as victims. Although
the regulation led them to self-disclosure, most had a financial interest
in doing so. Moreover, it was a way to recover partially their honor by
showing remorse.

Finally, Chapter 6 focuses on itinerant men and women who were in
general the most vulnerable population and therefore the most likely to
be prosecuted, in a context of increasing control and criminalization of
vagrancy. Kamp investigates the regulation of mobility, which she con-
siders central to the study of female criminality. She shows how gender
influenced the labeling of mobility. On the one hand, men were per-
ceived as more dangerous, particularly if they were moving in groups
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that would be considered ‘gangs’. On the other hand, their professional
mobility was accepted and institutionalized. On the contrary, women
were less likely to get caught as vagrants, despite being prosecuted for
immoral behaviours or extramarital sex. These women were often in-
vestigated for prostitution and expelled from the city, even though they
were not convicted.

Kamp concludes her stimulating study by stressing two major
points. Firstly, she emphasizes the paramount role of the household in
its control over delicts committed by its members: not only did wom-
en have less opportunity to commit crimes, but they were also made
less visible by this informal control. Secondly, she highlights the female
agency that was displayed by women who were part of the household
disciplining mechanism, which was further exemplified by women who
made use of gendered stereotypes to commit their crimes. Strongly
based on historiograph, Jeannette Kamp’s important book thus contrib-
utes to our better understanding of female criminality.

Loraine Chappuis, University of Geneva

Ron Eyerman and Giuseppe Sciortino (eds.), The Cultural Trauma of
Decolonization. Colonial Returnees in the National Imagination (Cham:
Palgrave Macmillan, 2020). xv, 231 p. ISBN 9783030270247 (E-book

9783030270254.
DOI: 10.52024/tseg10843

Scholarship on decolonization migration — broadly construed as flows
of colonial peoples into imperial metropoles as empires became histo-
ry in the mid- to late twentieth century — extends to a wide variety of in-
dividuals, groups, and places. Arrivals from lost colonies encompassed
both ‘colonized’ as well as ‘colonizers’, with the former often having far
more social visibility than the latter, particularly if upon arrival they be-
came ethnic minorities who were frequently understood as not ‘belong-
ing’ to mainstream society. This happened despite, in many cases, their
having formal rights to settle as citizens. Disproportionate academic
attention to the formerly colonized long mirrored that of wider socie-
ties at large. Yet since the 1990s a growing body of work has addressed
colonizers’ returns ‘home’, usually to Western European nations but
also to Japan. Edited collections that mark milestones in this emergent
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